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	Title: Association Between Single Nucleotide Polymorphisms In Connective Tissue Genes And Obstetric Anal Sphincter Injury
General Comments from Reviewer: The paper is a prospective case control study with a well designed study about the possible genetic predisposition to obstetric anal sphincter injuries (OASIs) through investigation of single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) of already related SNPs with pelvic organ prolapse (POP). The subject is clinically pertinent and new because genetic factors of OASI are not well known. Though the relations were not significant, the negative results are informative and provide valuable evidence to the field. On the whole, the research is conducted in an ethically, clearly and methodologically sound way. Nevertheless, there were not many aspects that could have been reinforced to enhance clarity, interpretation and scientific impact.
· The research covers a poorly studied field testing the hypothesis that obstetric anal sphincter injuries (OASIs) are a complication of vaginal birth that has not been well studied and has genetic aspects to predisposition.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The hypothesis follows a logical reasoning of evidence available on the relationship between pelvic organ prolapse (POP) and any connective tissue on a basis of single nucleotide polymorphisms SNPs, thus giving a good biological rationale to the study.
· The explanation between SNP of POP and OASI is rational and introduced well. Nevertheless, it would be beneficial that the manuscript clearly explains why these ten SNPs were selected other than having the most strong association with POP.
· Although sample size calculations were performed prior to recruitment, the results of this research could indicate that due to its complex, multi-factorial nature, our ability to identify small genetic effects may be limited depending on study design variables. For these reasons, we recommend specifically stating in the Discussion section of the dissertation that the research was designed to detect only large genetic differences, and accordingly the study may not have identified other modest genetic effects.
· The use of a single center study and the lack of operative deliveries or episiotomy as part of this research limits its ability to generalize effectively. More information should be added to this section regarding the potential for variance in obstetric practices and ethnic makeup in relation to a research's ability to be reproduced elsewhere.
The article can be published after minor revision.



